TURGIS   SEES   HER	299
announced that they would begin with a hymn, It wafe
not an ordinary sort of hymn—even Turgis could see
that-and unfortunately nobody seemed to know the
tune. Even the violinist had some difficulty in arriving
at it. When the hymn finally trailed away into silence,
they all remained standing, and then the woman in the
fur coat said: "We affirm health, which is man's divine
inheritance. Man's body is his holy temple," and
everybody else, except Turgis, looked down at slips of
paper and repeated it after her:,-"We affirm health,
which is man's divine inheritance. Man's body is his
holy temple/' Several of the people near Turgis had
some trouble in affirming this, because they were inter-
rupted by fits of coughing, but they did their best. After
that, they affirmed all sorts of things, divine love and
power and truth and a general sort of oneness in the
universe. Then they sat down, and nothing happened
for a minute or two, during which time the universe had
an opportunity of taking stock of their attitude towards
it. Turgis was bewildered and not too happy, for the
chair was very uncomfortable and his feet werfe cold.
He did not listen to what the woman in the fur coat
said when she began talking again. She seemed to be
reading a poem by a friend of hers, and then leaving a
thought with them all. Turgis heard this remark
because she repeated it several times and looked straight
at him, the last time she said it. "And I'll just leave
that great thought with you/' she cried, and stared hard
at Turgis, who felt embarrassed. The next moment,
the two women with short grey hair were playing tbe
violin and piano like mad, and the fussy little man and
two others were rushing round with collection boxes.
Two hundred and fifty women dived into handbags and

